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where it is inevitable, for many acts which I cannot otherwise
approve. Similarly, I have not yet bee[n] brought to the pitch of
saying I do not want to [be] in the Congress. The agency of the
Swarajist Party is strictly limited in its scope. I recognize its
agency so far as the general political work is concerned. I do not
make myself responsible for the character or the conduct of indi-
vidual Swarajists. I wonder if I have made myself intelligible.
You know the further step I have taken in view of Lord Birken-
head's speech and, of course, Deshbandhu's death. I must no
longer prevent the Congress from becoming a predominantly poli-
tical body by the force of my person; hence the letter to Punditji.
But my decision need not affect that of a single Congressman un-
less it commends itself to his reason. I have simply stated my own
personal opinion and, as I do not consider it to be binding on
anybody in any shape or form and as I though[t] that an an-
nouncement of that character at the present moment would
strengthen the Swarajist Party, I wrote the letter without any
hesitation. For yourself, you know the local circumstances, and
if you find that your indirect endorsement of the Swarajist Party
will be to me your endorsement of the views and character of
individual Swarajists, you will not hesitate to sever your connec-
tion with the Congress, wiiile still retaining the resolute deter-
mination not to say anything against the Swarajist Party. More
from the pages of Young India.

Irexpect you to be in Bombay on the 1st October; meanwhile,
by all means write whatever you feel. My right hand requires rest;
hence, for the last three days I am falling back upon shorthand
assistance.

-    From a photostat: S. N. 19340

26$.   SPEECH ON KRISTODAS PAH

July 24, 1925

MR.  CHAIRMAN AND FRIENDS,

I want to tender a double apology to you first because I have
not arrived in time, but you know the difficulties that beset me
at the present moment. I have not a minute that I can call my
own. Hence the delay. I want to apologize to you also for inter-

1A meeting to pay tribute to the memory of Kristodas  Pal was held
on his 41st death anniversary at the University Institute, Calcutta.